
Outlines of the Remaining Books of History

Joshua. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joshua; 1398-1360 B.C.

  I. The Invasion of the Promised Land (1:1-5:12)
A. Joshua’s Charge for the Mission (1:1-18)
B. A Reconnaissance Mission: The Spies and Rahab (2:1-24)
C. The Crossing of and Memorial at the Jordan River (3:1-

4:24)
D. The Renewal of Israel’s Covenant (5:1-12)

 II. The Conquest of the Promised Land (5:13-12:24)
A. The Commander of the Lord’s Army Introduces Himself

(5:13-15)
B. The Central Campaign (6:1-8:35)
C. The Southern Campaign (9:1-10:43)
D. The Northern Campaign (11:1-15)
E. The Review of the Military Plan and Its Success (11:16-

12:24)
III. The Division of the Promised Land (13:1-21:45)

A. The Distribution Related to the Eastern Tribes (13:1-33)
B. The Distribution Related to the Western Tribes (14:1-

19:51)
C. Special Distributions Related to Justice and the Levities

(20:1-21:42)
IV. The Conclusion of the Story (21:43-24:33)

A. The Summary of Conquest and Its Results (21:43-45)
B. A Dispute between the Tribes (22:1-34)
C. Joshua’s Farewell Exhortations (23:1-24:28)
D. The Epilogue: Joshua’s Death and Burial (24:29-33)

Judges. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1050-1000 B.C.

  I. The Prologue: The Decline into the Times of the Judges (1:1-3:8)
A. Partial Military Victory (1:1-2:5)
B. Partial Moral Obedience (2:6-3:8)

 II. The Times of the Judges (3:9-16:31)
A. Othniel and the Victory over the Mesopotamians (3:9-11)
B. Ehud and the Victory over the Moaites (3:12-30)
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C. Shamgar and the Victory over Some Philistines (3:31)
D. Deborah and the Victory over the Canaanites (4:1-5:31)
E. Gideon and the Victory over the Midianites (6:1-8:32)
F. Tola and Jair Judge Israel after the Fall Abimelech’s

Usurpation (8:33-10:5)
G. Jephthah and the Victory over the Ammonites (10:6-12:15)
H. Samson and the Victory over the Philistines (13:1-16:31)

III. The Epilogue: A Sample of the Nation’s Apostasy (17:1-21:25)
A. The People’s Religious Apostasy (17:1-18:31)
B. The People’s Moral Apostasy (19:1-21:25)

Ruth.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1000 B.C.

  I. Wayfaring, Widowed and Weary
A. Naomi and Her Daughter-in-laws Widowed (1:1-5)
B. Naomi Commanding Her Daughter-in-laws to Return

Home (1:6-14)
C. Ruth Vows to Stay with Naomi (1:15-18)
D. Naomi and Ruth’s Return to Bethlehem (1:19-22)

 II. Boaz, and Bewilderment
A. The Introduction of Boaz (2:1)
B. Ruth Gleanes in Boaz’ Field (2:2-7)
C. Boaz Gives Ruth Special Privileges (2:8-13)
D. Boaz Secures Ruth’s Special Privileges (2:14-16)
E. Ruth Reports to Naomi the Day’s Events (2:17-23)

III. Match-making or Mix-up
A. Naomi Directing Ruth to Boaz for Redemption (3:1-5)
B. Boaz Commits to Redeem Ruth if Possible (3:6-13)
C. Ruth’s Return to Naomi to Await an Answer (3:14-18)

VI. Ruin, Retribution or Redemption
A. Boaz, as Redeemer, Settled in the City Gate (4:1-6)
B. Boaz Redeeming Ruth and the Land (4:7-12)
C. Boaz and Ruth Marry (4:13-17)
D. Boaz and Ruth’s Union is Included in King David’s Family

Line (4:18-22)
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Samuel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 970-930 B.C.

  I. The Birth and Ministry of Samuel (1:1-7:17)
A. The Circumstances of Samuel’s Birth (1:1-2:11)
B. The Decline of Eli’s House and the Rise of Samuel’s

Prophetic Ministry (2:12-3:21)
C. The Loss and Recovery of the Ark (4:1-7:17)

 II. The Rise and Fall of King Saul (8:1-15:35)
A. The Rise of Saul to the Throne (8:1-12:25)
B. The Forfeiture of the Throne by Saul (13:1-15:35)

III. The Conflict between Saul and David (16:1-2 Sam. 1:27)
A. The Anointing of David for Kingship (16:1-17:58)
B. The Conflict between David and Saul (18:1-20:42)
C. The Flight of David from Saul’s Presence (21:1-30:31)
D. The Death of King Saul (31:1-2 Sam. 1:27)

IV. The Ascension of David to the Throne of Israel (2:1-9:13)
A. David’s Ascension over Judah (1:1-3:5)
B. David’s Ascension over Israel (3:6-5:16)
C. David’s Prosperous Reign (5:17-8:18)
D. David’s Kindness to Saul’s Descendants (9:1-13)

 V. The Calamity of David’s House (10:1-20:26)
A. The Adultery and Murder by David (10:1-11:27)
B. The Judgement of David’s Sin (12:1-31)
C. The Consequences of David’s Sin (13:1-18:33)
D. The Reestablishment of David’s Rule (19:1-20:26)

VI. The Epilogue (21:1-24:24)
A. The Restoration for Saul’s Sin (21:1-14)
B. David’s Might Men, Part One (21:15-22)
C. A Psalm of David for Deliverance (22:1-51)
D. The Last Words of David (23:1-7)
E. David’s Mighty Men, Part Two (23:8-39)
F. The Sin of the Census and Its Consequences (24:1-25)

Kings. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 600-550 B.C.

  I. The Kingdom United: The Rule of King Solomon (1:1-11:43)
A. Solomon Ascends to the Throne and Establishes His Rule

(1:1-3:2)
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B. Solomon’s Wisdom and Wealth Affirmed (3:3-4:34)
C. Solomon Erects the Temple of the Lord (5:1-8:66)
D. Solomon’s Rule and Wealth Expanded (9:1-10:29)
E. Solomon’s Latter Decline, Spiritually and Monarchially

(11:1-43)
 II. The Kingdom Divided: The Kings of Judah and Israel (12:1-2 Kgs.

17:41)
A. The Occurrence of the Division under King Rehoboam

(12:1-14:31)
B. The Rulers of the Divided Kingdom Highlighted (15:1-2

Kgs. 15:38)
C. The Fall and Captivity of Israel by the Assyrian Nation

(16:1-17:41)
II. The Southern Kingdom: The Kings of Judah (18:1-25:30)

A. The Godly Reign of Hezekiah (18:1-20:21)
B. The Wicked Reign of Manasseh and Amon (21:1-26)
C. The Godly Reign of Josiah (22:1-23:30)
D. The Final Kings of Judah and the Babylonian Captivity

(23:31-25:21)
E. Judah’s Plight under Babylonian Rule (25:22-30).

Chronicles. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 450-425 B.C.

  I. The History of Man from Adam to the Return (1:1-9:44)
A. The Genealogical Record from Adam to David (1:1-2:55)
B. The Genealogical Record from David to the Exile (3:1-24)
C. The Genealogical Record of the Twelve Tribes (4:1-8:40)
D. The Citizens of Jerusalem (9:1-44)

 II. The Reign of King David (10:1-29:30)
A. The Establishment of David on the Throne (10:1-12:40)
B. The Consolidation of Theocratic Authority under David

(13:1-29:30)
III. The Reign of King Solomon

A. The Establishment of Solomon on the Throne (1:1-17)
B. The Construction of the Temple (2:1-5:1)
C. The Dedication of Temple (5:2-7:22)
D. The Successes of Solomon’s Rule (8:1-9:31)

IV. The Reigns of the Southern Kings (10:1-36:21)
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 A. The Reign of Rehoboam (chaps. 10-12)
B. The Reign of Abijah (chap. 13)
C. The Reign of Asa (chaps. 14-16)
D. The Reign of Jehoshaphat (chaps. 17-20)
E. The Reign of Jehoram (chap. 21)
F. The Reign of Ahaziah (22:1-9)
G. The Reign of Athaliah (22:10-23:21)
H. The Reign of Joash (chap. 24)
I. The Reign of Amaziah (chap. 25)
J. The Reign of Uzziah (chap. 26)
K. The Reign of Jotham (chap. 27)
L. The Reign of Ahaz (chap. 28)
M. The Reign of Hezekiah (chaps. 29-32)
N. The Reign of Manasseh (33:1-20)
O. The Reign of Amon (33:21-25)
P. The Reign of Josiah (chaps. 34-35)
Q. The Reign of Jehoahaz (36:1-4)
R. The Reign of Jehoiakim (36:5-8)
S. The Reign of Jehoiachin (36:9-10)
T. The Reign of Zedekiah (36:11-16)
U. The Conquest and Exile of Babylon (36:17-21)

V. The Decree to Return to Israel (36:22-23)

Ezra. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ezra; 456-444 B.C.

  I. The First Return under Zerubbabel: Rebuilding of the Temple (1:1-
6:22)
A. The Groundwork for the Return (1:1-11)
B. The Roster of the Returnees (2:1-70)
C. The Rebuilding of the Temple (3:1-6:22)

 II. The Second Return under Ezra: Reformation of the People (7:1-
10:44)
A. Ezra Leads a Second Return to the Land (7:1-8:36)
B. Ezra Leads a Spiritual Return to the Lord (9:1-10:44)

Nehemiah. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nehemiah; 445-425 B.C.

  I. The Response of Nehemiah to Jerusalem’s Condition (1:1-2:8)
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A. Nehemiah is Informed regarding Jerusalem (1:1-3)
B. Nehemiah Responds in Prayer to God (1:4-11)
C. Nehemiah Responds in Appeal to Artaxerxes (2:1-8)

 II. The Return of Nehemiah to Jerusalem (2:9-7:73)
A. Nehemiah Encounters the Plight of Jerusalem (2:9-20)
B. Nehemiah Leads the Building of the Wall (3:1-7:73)

III. The Reforms Accomplished under Ezra and Nehemiah (8:1-13:31)
A. The People Experience a Revival under Ezra’s Leadership

(8:1-10:39)
B. The City of Jerusalem is Resettled and the Walls are

Dedicated (11:1-12:47)
C. The Other Reforms Accomplished by Nehemiah (13:1-31)

Esther. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 470-460 B.C.

  I. The Elevation of Esther and Its Consequences (1:1-2:20)
A. Ahasuerus Deposes Vashti (1:1-22)
B. Ahasuerus Selects Esther to Replace Vashti (2:1-20)

 II. The Conflict Between Haman and Mordecai (2:21-7:10)
A. The Characters of the Conflict (2:21-3:6)
B. The Plot of Haman to Destroy the Jews (3:7-15)
C. The Plot is Diverted by Esther and Mordecai (4:1-7:10)

III. The Elevation of Mordecai and Its Consequences (8:1-10:3)
A. The Elevation of Mordecai (8:1-7)
B. The Deliverance of the Jews (8:8-9:19)
C. The Institution of the Feast of Purim (9:20-30)
D. The Fame of Mordecai (10:1-3)
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